
TAKE HEART 
 
When the foundations 
are being destroyed, 

what can the 
righteous do? 

The LORD is in his holy 
temple; 

the LORD is on his 
heavenly throne.         
He observes the sons 
of men; 
his eyes examine 
them. 

— Psalm 11:3-4 
 
 

STAY INFORMED 
 
Learn more about the 
issues affecting our 
religious liberties in 
Tennessee at 
www.FACTn.org/
religiousliberty.htm 
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Christmas on the School Calendar 
As we approach the 
annual celebration 
of the birth of our 
Savior, and cities 
and counties display 
traditional 
Christmas 
decorations around 

town, there are always a few voices in society that cry 
out, “Separation of church and state!” 

A Christian attorney in Springfield, MO, Dee Wampler, 
recently took action to reverse the national trend of 
doing away with “Christmas holidays” by calling them 
“Winter holidays.” Wampler found seven school 
systems near Springfield that did not recognize Christ-
mas. In each town he contacted local pastors and re-
cruited volunteers to attend school board meetings and 
petitioned them to put Christmas back on the calendar. 
This kind of action is perfectly legal, under the First 
Amendment, and it is perfectly Christ-like for churches 
to come together in support of an historical holiday. 

Due to the engagement of these believers, six of the 
seven school systems changed the calendars back to 
Christmas holidays! Worries about lawsuits were the 
main reason there was opposition to the name change, 
but Wampler said that fear is unfounded. “There has 
never, ever been a recorded case in history that says 
you can’t recognize Christmas on the calendar,” the 
attorney said. 

Let’s remember to keep Christ in Christmas! 

www.FACTn.org 
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The Family Action Council of Tennessee (FACT) is part 
of a national network of family policy councils associ-
ated with Focus on the Family.  FACT is a non-partisan, 
non-denominational, non-profit 501 (c)(3) corporation, 
governed by a volunteer board of directors from across 
the state.  

OUR MISSION is to promote and defend a culture that values the tradi-
tional family, for the sake of the common good. We seek to do so by: 

 Encouraging public policies in Tennessee that support the institution of 
marriage, the sanctity of life, traditional family values, and religious lib-
erty, 

 Indentifying, educating, and mobilizing like-minded people and 
churches through local Truth Project trainings, sponsorship of Minis-
ters’ Day on the Hill (state Capitol), establishment of church Salt and 
Light Committees and other initiatives. 

WE BELIEVE that a strong, vibrant, and healthy future for our citizens is 
grounded in the strength, vitality, and health of today’s families.  Families 
are the cornerstone of any nation, state and community, and, as the family 
goes, so go those communities of people.  Neglecting common-sense, bibli-
cal values contributes to many of our nation’s current ills like crime, dis-
ease, divorce, unwanted pregnancies, teen suicide and academic failure. 

OUR VALUES include Biblical worldview, healthy families, respect for life, 
sexuality within marriage, respect for parental authority, and religious lib-
erty. When the state protects these time-tested values, they in turn protect 
the family. We believe churches, families and individuals are best equipped 
to foster these values, but we believe that government should not work 
against them. Our desire is to provide factual educational resources for 
each of these to function in their respective areas of responsibility. 

FACT is led by David Fowler, formerly a practicing attorney and twelve year 
veteran of the Tennessee state Senate.  Dr. David Shelley, who has pas-
tored churches in Georgia and Tennessee for 20 years, is the Director of 
Church and Community Relations.  Please visit our web site at: 
www.FACTn.org or contact us at info@FACTn.org or call (615) 591-2090  
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