
ORIENTATION 
CAN CHANGE 
 
Hate evil, love good; 
maintain justice in 
the courts ... Let 
justice roll on like a 
river, righteousness 
like a never-failing 
stream! 

— Amos 5:15, 24 

The American Psycho-
logical Association’s 
position is that same-
gender orientation is 
not scientifically 
proven to be biologi-
cally or genetically 
caused. This makes it 
clear that orientation 
and gender identity 
are not immutable, 
physical characteris-
tics like race, gender, 
etc. Learn more at 
www.FACTn.org. 

FACT 

Focus 

Distributed by 
 

 The Family Action 
Council of Tennessee 

 

a family policy council 
associated with 

Focus on the Family. 
Download this leaflet at: 

www.FACTn.org 

Standing Strong for Marriage 
Even though the 1996 federal De-
fense of Marriage Act and the 
2006 Marriage Amendment to the 
Tennessee Constitution demon-
strated overwhelmingly that 
Americans believe marriage is be-
tween one man and one woman, 
the determined minority is making 
inroads at city and county levels. 
Recently, there have been efforts 
in Shelby County and Nashville to 

create—and legally protect under local laws—new civil 
rights based on “orientation” and “gender identity.” 

Creating new civil rights based on one’s romantic attrac-
tions not only affirms behavior contrary to God’s design, 
but it also creates legal problems. These new civil rights 
are on a collision course with the First Amendment. In 
an October 2008 Los Angeles Times article on the colli-
sion of gender orientation rights vs. religious liberty 
rights in court decisions, Chai Feldblum, a Georgetown 
University law professor who helps draft federal legisla-
tion on the issue said, “I’m having a hard time coming 
up with any case in which religious liberty should win.” 

Nashville’s Metro Council members need our prayers as 
they decide how to vote this month. We need to 
appreciate that God will not be mocked; protecting and 
even fostering behaviors that violate God’s creational 
design for marriage and intimacy cannot, in the long 
run, serve the common good as they undermine the 
God-endowed foundational importance of the family. 
Learn more at www.FACTn.org. 
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The Family Action Council of Tennessee (FACT) is part 
of a national network of family policy councils associ-
ated with Focus on the Family.  FACT is a non-partisan, 
non-denominational, non-profit 501 (c)(3) corporation, 
governed by a volunteer board of directors from across 
the state.  

OUR MISSION is to promote and defend a culture that values the tradi-
tional family, for the sake of the common good. We seek to do so by: 

 Encouraging public policies in Tennessee that support the institution of 
marriage, the sanctity of life, traditional family values, and religious lib-
erty, 

 Indentifying, educating, and mobilizing like-minded people and 
churches through local Truth Project trainings, sponsorship of Minis-
ters’ Day on the Hill (state Capitol), establishment of church Salt and 
Light Committees and other initiatives. 

WE BELIEVE that a strong, vibrant, and healthy future for our citizens is 
grounded in the strength, vitality, and health of today’s families.  Families 
are the cornerstone of any nation, state and community, and, as the family 
goes, so go those communities of people.  Neglecting common-sense, bibli-
cal values contributes to many of our nation’s current ills like crime, dis-
ease, divorce, unwanted pregnancies, teen suicide and academic failure. 

OUR VALUES include Biblical worldview, healthy families, respect for life, 
sexuality within marriage, respect for parental authority, and religious lib-
erty. When the state protects these time-tested values, they in turn protect 
the family. We believe churches, families and individuals are best equipped 
to foster these values, but we believe that government should not work 
against them. Our desire is to provide factual educational resources for 
each of these to function in their respective areas of responsibility. 

FACT is led by David Fowler, formerly a practicing attorney and twelve year 
veteran of the Tennessee state Senate.  Dr. David Shelley, who has pas-
tored churches in Georgia and Tennessee for 20 years, is the Director of 
Church and Community Relations.  Please visit our web site at: 
www.FACTn.org or contact us at info@FACTn.org or call (615) 591-2090  
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